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FAMARA HISTORY 
 
FAMARA, civil name Thomas Nikles, grew up in the lovely Leimental 
on the feet of the Jura Mountains (Switzerland/BL). After the 
participation at a percussion workshop in 1984, his interest in african 
music could not be stopped again. 
 
Only after a few solo appearances, different Afro- and Latinbands 
invited him to perform with them. At one of those performances with 
the Basler Rapgirl «Luana» he switched from percussion perfomer to 
a raggamuffin singer. The first single «Sunshine Blubber» (1987) 
could get some resonance in switzerland but only with the move to 
Gambia (1988) he got the appreciaton he deserved. The «Gambia 
Weekend Observer» wrote after a concert which was organized for 
the independance day of Gambia, where he played for 15'000 
People; «Swiss reggae star in town». 
 
On his second visit to Gambia he toured various venues and also 
recorded the album «Natural Fact»  which was released in 1999. In 
2000 he toured through Mali, Senegal and Gambia. 
 
Well, after countless concerts/tours and various TV appearances at 
home and abroad – including with YOUSSOU N'DOUR and TIKEN 
JAH FAKOLY, the release of the albums «Natural Fact» 1999, 
«Sunlife» 2001, «Toubab Man» 2003, «Famasound» 2004, «Double 
Culture» 2005, «Oreba» 2008, «The Sound Of Famara» 2010, «The 
Cosmopolitan» 2012 and «Karibu» 2014 – the reggae old master is 
back in 2023 after a long creative break with the new album «Tembo 
Power». Once again he makes it clear where his roots lie. 
 
His world beat reggae, rooted in Africa, is colorful, cosmopolitan and 
unfiltered. His energetic live show electrifies after a few bars and gets 
the audience boiling every time. With over 500 shows in Switzerland, 
including just about every major festival at home and abroad 
(Gampel, St. Gallen, Frauenfeld, Heitere, Summerjam, Chiemsee, 
Rototom Sunsplash, etc.) and over 25,000 CDs sold in stores, as well 
as appearances with SEEED, GENTLEMEN, and ZIGGY MARLEY, 
FAMARA is probably one of the most active and certainly most 
successful Swiss-Reggae acts! 
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FAMARA MEMBERS 
 
FAMARA - Thomas Nikles Vocals, Percussion 
backed by 
Sandro Zurbrügg Keyboards 
(u.a. Fusion Square Garden) 
Dominik Baumgartner Guitars 
(u.a. Steff la Cheffe) 
Marcel Suk Bass 
(u.a. Fusion Square Garden, Jammin') 
Michael Nobel Drums 
(u.a. Fusion Square Garden) 
 
 
FAMARA DISCOGRAPHY 
 
2023 «Tembo Power» Album N-Gage (NG 01213-2) 
2016 «Are you ready?» Single N-Gage (NG 01212-3) 
2014 «Karibu» Album N-Gage (NG 01211-2) 
2012 «The Cosmopolitan» Album N-Gage (NG 01210-2) 
2010 «TSOF» Album N-Gage (NG 01206-2) 
2008 «Oreba» Album N-Gage (NG 01205-2) 
2005 «Double Culture» Album N-Gage (NG 01204-2) 
2004 «Famasound» Album N-Gage (NG 01203-2) 
2003 «Toubab Man» Album N-Gage (NG 01201) 
2001 «Sunlife» Album N-Gage (NG 01202) 
1999 «Natural Fact» Album N-Gage (NG 01209-2) 
1998 «Jamou» EP N-Gage (NG 01208-2) 
1997 «Sunshine Bubbler» EP N-Gage (NG 01207-2) 
 
 
FAMARA CONTACT & BOOKING 
 
Label & Management: N-Gage Productions 
 c/o Raymond Tschui 
 Im Pfauenhof 2 
 CH-4410 Liestal 
 Switzerland 
Fon: +41(0)61 921 22 07 
Email: contact@n-gage.ch  
Website: www.famara.ch / www.n-gage.ch/famara  
 
Booking: CLAXMUSIC 
 Claudio Zahnd 
Email: info@claxmusic.com 
Website: www.claxmusic.com 
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